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Amendments to the Claims: 

The following Listing of Claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 



^ly (Currently Amended) A portable RFED reader for use in interrogating RFID tags 
associated with items of interest, comprising: 



(a) an RFID interrogation source; 

(b) an antenna; 

(c) a processor; 

(d) a display; and 

(e) a user interface in which a representation of an interrogation area is shown 



on the display as a first nraphical component of the user interface* and an item of Interest is 
shown on the display as a second graphical component of the user interface relative to the first 
graphical component to indicate a location within the interrogation area i n which at least one 
graphic associated with tho item of interest may bo presented on the display for observation by a 
me r . wherein the RFID interrogation source is coupled to the processor, the antenna is coupled to 
either the RFID interrogation source or the processor, and the processor is coupled to the display . 

2. (Canceled) The portable RFID reader of claim 1, wherein the graphic is representative 
of the item of interest. 

3. (Canceled) The portable RFID reader of claim 1, wherein the graphic is representative 
of an area interrogated by the RFID reader. 

4. (Original) The portable RFID reader of claim 1, wherein the processor and display 
are components of a hand-held computer. 

5. (Original) The portable RFID reader of claim 1 , wherein the display may be activated 
by touch. 




Listing of Claims 
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6. (Original) The portable RFID reader of claim 1, wherein the user interface further 
includes text ;i$sociated with the item of interest may be presented on the display for observation 
by a user. 

7. (Original) The portable RFID reader of claim 1, wherein the user interface further 
includes at least one audio signal for providing information to the user. 




8. (Original) The portable RFID reader of claim 7, wherein the audio signal is provided 
each time an KFID tag is interrogated. 



9. (Original) The portable RFID reader of claim 7, wherein the audio signal is only 
provided when the RFID tag of an item meeting a predetermined criterion is interrogated. 

10. (Original) The portable RFTD reader of claim 9, wherein the predetermined criterion 
is selected from a group consisting of: 

(a) a specific RFID tag associated with an item of interest; 

(b) an RFID tag that is out of order relative to the RFID tag of at least one 
adjacent item; and 

(c) a class of items to which the item of interest.belongs. 

11. (Original) The portable RFED reader of claim 10, wherein the criterion in response to 
which the audio signal is provided may be presented on the display for observation by a user. 

12. (Original) The portable RFID reader of claim 1 7 wherein the user interface further 
includes at teiist one light for providing information to the user. 

13. (Original) The portable RFID reader of claim 12, wherein at least one light is 
illumin cited each time an RFID tag is interrogated. 
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14. (Original) The portable RHD reader of claim 12, wherein the light is only 
illuminated when the RFID tag of an item meeting a predetermined criterion is interrogated. 

15. (Original) The portable RFID reader of claim 14, wherein the predetermined criterion 
is selected from a group consisting of: 



(a) a specific RFID tag associated with an item of interest; 

(b) an RFID tag that is out of order relative to the RFID tag of at least one 



16, (Original) The portable RFID reader of claim 15, wherein the criterion in response to 
which the at least one light is illuminated may be presented on the display for observation by a 



(Currently Amended) A portable RFID reader for use in interrogating RFID tags 
associated wilh items of interest, comprising: 



(a) an RFID interrogation source; 

(b) an antenna; 

(c) a processor; 

(d) a display; and 

(e) a user interface in which a representation of an interrogation area is shown 



on the display as a first graphical component of the user interface, and an item of interest is 
shown on the display as a second graphical component of the user interface relative to the first 
graphical component to indicate a location within the interrogation are a, wherein the RFID 
interrogation source is coupled to the processor, the antenna is coupled to either the RFID 
interrogation source or the processor, and the processor is coupled to the display . 

18. (Original) The portable RFID reader of claim 17, wherein the first graphical 
component is a bar, and the second graphical component is a portion of the bar. 
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1 9. (Original) The portable RFID reader of claim 17, wherein the first graphical 
component is a group of icons, and the second graphical component is one of the icons of the 
series, in which the one icon is visually differentiated from the remainder of the icons. 

20-21. (Cancelled) 

(22) (Currently Amended) AriRFID reader comprising: 

(a) an RFID interrogation source; 

(b) a processor; 

(c) a display; and 

(d) a user interface in which a representation of an interrogation area is shown 
on the display as a first graphical component of the user interface* and an item of interest is 
shown on the display as a second graphical component of the user interface relative to the first 
graphical component to indicate a location within the interrogation area and w hich an audio 
signal is produced when the RFID reader interrogates an RFID tag associated with a 
predetermined locatio n, wherein the RMJP interrogation -source is coupled to the processor and 
the processor is coupled to the display . 



(2lj (C urrently Amended) An^RFID reader comprising: 

(a) an RFID interrogation source; 

(b) a processor; 

(c) a display; and 

(d) a user interface in which an audio signal is produced repeatedly at a 
desired interv llI to pace a user as to the speed at which RFDD tags should be interrogated , wherein 
the RFID int errogation source is coupled to the processor and the processor is coupled to the 
display . 

(lA^jiC urrently Amended) An RFID reader comprising: 

(a) an RFID interrogation source; 

(b) a processor; 
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(c) a display; and 

(d) a user interface in which a representation of an interrogation area is shown 
on the display as a first graphical component of the user interface, and an item of interest is 
shown on the display as a second graphical component of the user interface relative to the first 
graphical component to indicate a loc ation within the i nterrogation area and i ncluding at least 
one light that is illuminated when an RFID tag is interrogate d, wherein the RHP interrogation 
source is coupled to the processor and the processor is coupled to the display . 

25. (Original) The RHD reader of claim 24, wherein the light is illuminated only when 
an RFDD tag associated with a specific material of interest is interrogated. 

26. (Original) The RFTD reader of claim 24, wherein at least one light remains 
illuminated while RF1D tags are being interrogated, and at least one other light is illuminated 
only when an RFID tag associated with an item meeting a predetermined criterion is illuminated. 

27. (Original) The RFID reader of claim 24, wherein the user interface includes more 
than one lighc, and the lights are illuminated sequentially as the RFID reader approaches a 
desired location or material of interest. 

28-30. (Canceled) 

^7) (Currently Amended) An RFID reader comprising: 

(a) an RFID interrogation source; 

(b) a processor; 

(c) a display: and 

(d) a user interface that displays an indication in a measurable unit o f how fa r 
away from an item or location of interest an item currently being interrogated is located ^wherein 
the RFID int e rrogation source is coupled to the processor and the processor is coupled to the 
display . 
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32. (Original) The RFID reader of claim 31, wherein the measurable unit is a number of 

items. 

33. (Onginal) The RFID reader of claim 31, wherein the RFID reader accounts for 
missing intermediate items between the item or location of interest and the item currently being 
interrogated v*hen the indication is displayed. 

34. (Canceled) A method of using an RFID reader for interrogating RFID tags associated 
with items of interest, including the step of: 

(a) programming a RFID reader to treat items of interest that are not in a predetermined order as 
though the items of interest arc in the predetermined order. 



35. (Canceled) The method of claim 34, wherein the programming step includes 
programming the RFID reader to treat two items of interest that are transposed relative to the 
predetermined order as though the two items of interest are in the predetermined order. 

36. (Canceled) The method of claim 34, wherein the programming step includes 
programming ihe RFID reader to treat an item of interest that is at a location different from its 
predetermined location by between two to five other items of interest as though it is in the 
predetermined location in thaL order. 

37. (Canceled) A method of using an RFID reader for interrogating RFID lags associated 
with items of interest, comprising the steps of: 

(a)' programming a RFID reader to provide specified information regarding each item of 
interest in a specified order on a user interface associated with the RFID reader, wherein 
at lease some of the information being selected from the group consisting of a name or 
title of the item, a serial or call number of the item, and a desired location for the item. 

38. (Canceled) A method of using an RFJD reader for interrogating RFID tags associated 
with items of interest, comprising the steps of: 
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(a) programm ing a RFID reader to provide specified information regarding a process performed 
by the RFID reader, wherein at least some of the information being selected from the group 
consisting of the range of items interrogated, the percentage of items expected to have been 
interrogated that were not detected, and information indicative of the relative degree of 
orderliness to the interrogated items. 
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